466.   THE GUJARAT VIDYAPITH
It was a very important speech that the principal had pre-
pared on the day the Diwali vacation started in the University
and the Vinaymandir and read out at the farewell gathering.
Although it was a long speech, its effect was that of a brief one
because it contained no figurative language or repetition.   Its
speciality lay in its crystal-clear truth.   No attempt was made to
hide any drawbacks or to dismiss them as unimportant.   Despite
this the report of this term of 112 days may be considered as very
hopeful.   The  speech  indeed  contains a brief outline of many
activities.   It is obvious from this that even the minutest detail
has not been overlooked*   Amongst these,  the sections dealing
with agriculture and practical training in crafts cannot but attract
our attention.   In the field of agriculture, growing fruit trees and
cotton is an altogether new experiment.   The activities of ginning,
carding, spinning, weaving and carpentry are the ones that are
most striking amongst the crafts.   At least two hours a day are
devoted to the crafts.   In order to do proper justice to the crafts,
it will be necessary to devote more time to them as no craft can be
mastered without a great deal of practice and a craftsman's hands
cannot become experienced without a full amount of work.   Pro-
ficiency in a craft cannot be developed in the same manner
as  a   mental   activity.   After   reading  a  little,  the mind can
develop without further reading as it can continue to think while
being engaged in any other activity*   Being a purely physical
activity, a craft can be developed only while it is being practised;
hence it requires complete familiarization with it.   Moreover, the
middle classes are not in the habit of practising any craft; hence,
in order  to form that habit, they require specially to cultivate
familiarity with it.
Another point in the speech which attracts our attention is the
reference to the dictionary which is getting ready, The present
chaotic state of spellings acts as a hindrance to the development of
the language. Kakasaheb hopes that this dictionary will be ready
by March, If this task is accomplished, an important piece of work
as yet unaccomplished will have been completed. Amongst all the
languages of India, Gujarati is found to be the only one in which
laxity in regard to spellings is possible.
A new experiment which has beeri referred to in the speech